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PANDIT RAVI SHANKAR

Pandit Ravi Shankar was an Indian
sitarist and composer. A sitar virtuoso, he
became the world's best-known exponent of
Indian classical music in the second half of
the 20th century, and influenced many
musicians in India and throughout the world.

In the course of his long career, Pandit ji
became the most internationally known
exponent of Hindustani (North Indian)
classical music, performing with India's
most-distinguished percussionists and
making dozens of successful recordings. He
composed 31 ragas, including Bairagi,
Rasiya, and Banjara.ln 1999 Pandit ji
received India's highest civilian award, the
Bharat Ratna. He also received the Padma
Vibhushan (1981), the Padma Bhushan
(1967), and the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award (1962). He won the Ramon
Magsaysay Award in 1992.
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PANDIT KISHAN MAHARAJ

Pandit Kishan Maharaj (1923-2008)
was a legendary Indian Tabla maestro of the
Benares gharana, born in Varanasi.
Renowned for his unparalleled versatility
and technical virtuosity, he accompanied
top Hindustani musicians and
revolutionized solo Tabla performance. He
was honored with the Padma Shri (1973),
Padma Vibhushan (2002), and Sangeet
Natak Akademi Fellowship.

Born into a family of musicians in Kabir
Chaura, Varanasi, he was trained by his
father, Hari Maharaj, and later by his uncle,
the renowned Pandit Kanthe Maharaj.

Known for his "Dumdaar” (resounding)
style, he elevated the Tabla from a mere
accompanimentinstrumentto a leading solo
instrument.

He left a lasting legacy through his
numerous students, including Kumar Bose
and Pooran Maharaj.
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PT. RAJAN SAJAN MISHRA

Pandit Rajan Mishra (1951-2021) and
Pandit Sajan Mishra (born 1956) were
world-renowned Indian classical vocalists
of the Banaras gharana, celebrated for their
khayal singing. Born in Varanasi, they were
trained under their father and uncles,
performing globally for over four decades.

Mentors: Received training from their
grandfather's brother, Bade Ram Das Ji
Mishra, father Hanuman Prasad Mishra,
and uncle Gopal Prasad Mishra.

Musical Style: Known for their deep,
emotional, and technically profound Khayal
singing, along with Tappa, Tarana, and
Bhajans.Their first foreign concert was in
Sri Lanka in 1978; they subsequently
performed in Germany, USA, UK, France,
and more.

They received the Padma Bhushan,
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, National
Tansen Samman, Kashi Gaurav, and many
more.
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GIRIJA DEVI

Girija Devi (8 May 1929 — 24 October
2017) was a legendary Indian classical
vocalist known as the "Queen of Thumri"
and a leading exponent of the Banaras
gharana. She began training at age of five
under vocalist Sarju Prasad Misra and later
studied under Chand Misra.

Musical Style: She specialized in the
Poorab-ang thumri style, incorporating
nuances from the Banaras and Seniya
gharanas. Her repertoire included Khayal,
Tappa, Thumri, Dadra, Chaiti, and Kajri.

Career & Legacy: She made her debut
on All India Radio in 1949 and taught at the
ITC Sangeet Research Academy in Calcutta
(1977-1990). She was known for bringing
semi-classical music to the forefront of the
classical stage.

Awards: She was honored with the
Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Vibhushan, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award,
and the Tansen Samman.
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PANDIT CHHANNULAL MISHRA

Pandit Chhannulal Mishra was a
revered Hindustani classical vocalist from
the Banaras Gharana, renowned for his
mastery in Khayal, Thumri, and folk genres
like Dadra and Kajri.

Mentorship: He was trained under
Ustad Abdul Ghani Khan of the Kirana
Gharana for 11 years and was a disciple of
Pt. Thakur Jaidev Singh.

Genres: While a master of Khayal, he
was a prominent exponent of the Purab-ang
(eastern style) Thumri, Dadra, Chaiti, Kajri,
and Bhajan.He was nominated by PM
Narendra Modi as one of the nine Gems for
the Clean India Campaign and was one of
the proposers for Modi's 2014 Lok Sabha
nomination from Varanasi.

A Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
(2000), Yash Bharti Award (2000), Padma
Vibhushan (2020), and Padma Bhushan
(2010) recipient, he was a legendary figure
in Indian music who passed away at age 89.
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USTAD BISMILLAH KHAN

Ustad Bismillah Khan (1916-2006)
was a legendary Indian musician who
elevated the Shehnai from a ceremonial
folk instrument to a classical concert
instrument. He was - trained under his uncle
in Varanasi. His major breakthrough came in
1938 with the opening of All India Radio in
Lucknow, after which he became a
celebrated radio artist. Instrument Mastery:
He is credited 'with bringing the shehnai,
previously limited to weddings and temples
onto the classical stage.

He famously played at the Red Fort on
the eve of India's Independence in 1947 and
on the first Republic Day in 1950.

He spent his life near the Ganges in
Varansasi, embodying a composite culture,
often playing at Hindu temples.

He was recipient of the Padma Shri
(1961), Padam Bhushan (1968), Padma
Vibhushan (1980) and was awarded the
Bharat Ratna (2001).
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